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bft of a peasant. His resentment, 
therefore, changed its ol>ject, and 
from throwing UDnes at the dog, he 
•«!t at>eat inflictrng samiuary poiiish- 
Bient ofl the lad with bis whip. 
A scatte ensued, in which the hat of 
the yonng former fell dX, which was 
•eixed by the bero of the ttirf, and 
carried oii' in trinmph. Not satisfied 
however, with carrying off the hat, 
lie deliberately took out bis knife, 
Md cnt it into small pieces. In this 
foolish transaction he was aided and 
abetted by a yonog man of tbe 
neighbourhood, who might have been 
berter acquainted with tbe conse- 
quence of such an outrage ; but who, 
h was supposed by those who knew 
him, conceived that the rank of his 
companion, authorised them to treat 
so low a person even more harshly. 
The father of tbe lad who had 
suffered the assault, was not dis- 
posed to ' submit in so quiescent a 
ihanner as Mr. Wakefield's Carlow- 
tnan : he immediately caused his 
son to lodge exainiiiatioiis against 
the parties concerned; which exa- 
niina.lions were not returned to the 
quarter sessions, but to tbe assizes. 

The' culprits were soon after 
brought to trial, and fully convicted 
of the assault. The judge, {who, 
by the bye, was that day to dine 
with the father of the young gentle- 
man from Munster,) expatiated 
largely upon the encrmity of the. 
cfifcnce, and told thfin, it was Iris 
intention to fine thtiu in twenty 
pounds each, but that provi<led they 
satisfied the prosecutor, the iiiie 
should be mit ga'ed ; w hit-h, on their 
■o doiug, was reduced to ()d. ench. 

By the issue of this trial, the young 
man from Kerry was taught the dif- 
ference between tbe disposition and 
spirit of the peasantry of the North 
of Ireland, and ihatwt'Munsler ; and 
it appeared to have a most salutary 
«fleci upon him, for on his desceud- 
iugtfae steps of the come house, he 



roundly swore, that " tbe next dog 
that barked at him, he would, in- 
stead of throwing stones at him, tak* 
oft' his hat to him 1" 

h Jt;soR ON TH6 Case. 



T* ih* Pr^riOuri »/ tie Bdfkst JUifmzmt, 



TflER£ is no station in Iif|! which 
has been held up to maniiin4 
as so ^uly «nviable, as that of tbf 
peasant : philosophers, poets, and 
lu>yeJi»t8, the two Ian in particular, 
have always represented bis humhlf 
Mate ae really happy, being, accord' 
iug to them, free from that " sea of 
troubles," which ol'tentinjes over- 
whelflis us in our penunbuiatioaf 
tbrougb life. 

Numerous indeed are the rfaapso 
{lies and . pastorals that have been 
written on this subject, both in piose 
and verse; tbe latter .are commonly 
singularly delusive in their jdescr^p> 
tions. The personages presented'in 
both, are usually much the same^ 
viz. whistling pToughmen, singing 
milk-maids, laughing hay makers, 
and sentimental shepherds. The 
three first are mostly described as 
jolly, thoughtless inortats, who sing 
and whistle ihr«ugh life, " for want 
of thought;" aiwi the latter eithcT- 
toying about thiough fields or mea- 
doas, with some sweet nymph, lir 
leclining on a bank enamelled with 
cowslips and violets, or at least 
daisies and prinnroses, by some porl- 
ing^.sire.«n, which, H' the shepherd 
happen to be love-lorn, as is very 
often the case, meanders pensively 
(»»er the pebbles, sweetly sympa- 
thetic to his tender woes! Jt is, 
also, ten to one, but the iisb, if it 
contain any, cease to be playful, 
being deeply affected at seeing bim 
grieve I As for his tlock, and the 
" liule warblers," both are .sure to 
be muiif, 01 uttering plaiulive sotiiid:> 
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tm those truly melancholy occasions. 
After some lengthened description 
of the same kind, the pieces usually 
conclude with an eulogy on those 
highly favoured beings, " Who rich 
in poverty, enjoy content," or a 
gne paraphrase on the blessings at- 
tendant on " Happy labour, love, 
and social glee." Such absurd non- 
pense is not fit to be read with inter- 
est by any persons, but those whose 
{iifant intellects can only relish " Tom 
Thumb," " Goody Two Shoes," or 
the famous History of " Jack and 
the Giants." 

Such are the pictures that have 
from time to time been exhibited to 
i|s of the peasantry, and which, when 
the colotiring has been laid on by an 
able hand, have been deemed, not- 
withstanding their absurdities, as at 
li^st pretty. Even so much has one 
of these pieces been admired, that 
■n eminent critic, vvhen noticing it, 
regretted much that it was a pas- 
toral. This regret, however, ap- 
pears to have been, that the poet 
did not choose a more happy subject, 
9S from the smoothness of his verses, 
and elegance of bis diction, it migbt 
be fairly supposed, he was fully ca- 
pable of doing jtistice to one mucb 
more interesting. 

Notwithstanding the powers, beau- 
ties, or whatever name we choose to 
call it, of composition, it is very 
remarkable, that we shotild at any 
time suffer our judgments to be led 
astray by romance ; when that ro- 
mance is in direct opposition to 
truth; and a truth so conspicuous 
to almost every petson, that it re- 
verses the whole glowing picture of 
those '' happy, happy swains," at 
least ^ far as it can be applied to 
the peasantry of this country, ^s 
may be fully enongh seen by the fol- 
lowing sketch, taken from natttre, 

The peasantry with us may be 
properly divided into three distinct 
classes, viz. mechanicsi reater? of 
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small farms, and those known by 
the name of day-labourers. The 
state of the first of these classes com- 
monly presents the most • comfort, 
as with many trades the advance in 
wages, if we except the weaving 
business, particularly . the linen 
branch, has' nearly kept pace with 
the advance in the price of the ne- 
cessaries of life. Mechanics are, be- 
sides, mostly more independent than 
the other classes, a circumstance de- 
servedly much prized. 

With the other two, who appear 
to be the persons held up to our 
view, the case is mostly very dif- 
ferent ; the cot-tack of land possessed 
by the former, seldom exceeds fioia 
four to ten acres, for which the pos- 
sessor pays an exhorbitant yearly 
rent to some petty landlord, who, 
from his rack-rent practice, is com- 
monly distinguished by the name of 
a land-shark. This land the occupier 
either holds by a short lease, or is 
tenant at wiilj, often the latter; and 
if he chances to be industrious, and 
improves the place, his rent is im- 
mediately raised ; or, on some pre- 
tence, the land is taken by the shark 
into his own hand. Even in this 
poor dependancy, his comforts are 
less than might reasonably be expect- 
ed ; the high rent obliges him to 
take nearly the entire produce of 
his land to market, to make up the 
landlocd's dues, which he often buys 
at a dearer rate afterwards ; so that 
if we except potatoes and buttermilk, 
it may be said, that he never tastes 
of /its produce. 

The state of the labourer presents 
a scene still more distressing; an^ 
it is probable, it can scarcely be sur- 
passed, for real misery in any condi- 
tion of life, if we except the military 
and West India slavery. 

A large portion of this class are 
workers to country gentlemen, ot 
opulent farmers, from whom they re- 
ceive sm^ll stipulated wag^s, which is 
» 
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l].sgdJry paid lo thfem by the monih, 
lofliiight, or week. Thie wages very 
seldom eXeeds ei^lit tJr tiine shillings 
per week» ofiert only six or seven ; 
and fbrthi^Sitiatl saiit, he is almost 
eon!jta&tl^ esposed to the extrert)es 
of dll ive&ih^rs, iftve when thrown 
idit by the iriclcinency of the sea- 
stih; a clrcunist^ce that occasion* 
ally happens, and adds not a little 
to his distress. Such is his real state 
as to woi'klng, and we shall now 
examine bis other Coniforts. Thrftuffh 
all sfeasoss, he is scarcely half cloth- 
erl, the want of which is often se- 
verely felt during winter; and hrs 
family, if he have children, are com- 
iMouly liierally naked ; and their 
colour, by thp smoke and soot of the 
cabio, (often it would be more pro- 
per lo call it hone!,) turned to what 
may he jiislly termed a tlotlentot 
hue. In sdch a state, which certain- 
ly may be justly termed wretched - 
Viess, his children rarely receive any 
education, not being enabled to send 
tbem to school : but as "soon as able, 
they are put out lo work with stran- 
gers, who seldom trouble themselves 
aboiit their learning; hence it may 
he truly said, that poverty " freezes 
the genial current of the soul." 

Such is the actual sit»ation af-viany 
thousands in this country, (Ulster); 
and in the other provinces of Ibis 



kingdom the state of the labouring 
poor is roocb wM«e ; from their very 
low wages, and the nemerous oppres- 
sions exercised upon tbem by' their 
superiors, by several intelligent tra- 
vellers they itre represented, and pro- 
bably with JQStice.as the m«8t wretch- 
ed peasantry in Europe. Though 
in this state of almost comum- 
mate misery, sonic vices of the great 
folks of this world are ck>ob«1ess re- 
strained, yet others, at least equally 
destructive to snciety, as,the luxury of 
the higher classes, are often very con< 
spicuous anu>ng the lower orders, the 
Origin of which are ignoratice and po- 
verty ; so, if we consider the matter 
impartially, we must conclude those 
authors to have been more than com- 
monly stupid, who have asserted .the 
lower classes of society to be so very 
virtuous, and so very hjippy. To 
conclude, we may safely affirm, 
that most people bow deem such 
situations as the two last mentioned, 
incompatible with true happiness, 
and would really prefer luxury, 
wiiii all its evils:— if BOt, we most 
suppose, the more poverty and ig- 
norance, the greater happiness, and, 
hence, that degraded nation, the Hot- 
tentots, the hap|iiest people who in- 
habit this globe. 

Alexis. 
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^CCOBiNT or HENRT PESTAIOZZI, AND 
BIS iflETHOO OF INSTJiUCTlON ; WITH 
AN ACCOUNT OF THIi INTERROGA- 
TIVE SYSTEM OF EDBCATfON, iATE- 
lY INTRODUCED INTO SOME ACA- 
DEMIES IN LONDON.' 

''T~'HE department of Biographical 

•*• Sketches of distinguished per- 

soiis has hitherto beeu exciusively 



confined to the coiftreemoration of 
departed worth. Jn tbe present in- 
jitaoce, the person w|)p is presented 
to notice, iiv we Iwpe, Mill living, 
and perseyeriag in. his iHeful and 
beneyoient pMs. 

The sut^^t of educatioa is en- 
creasingly interesting, and doubt- 
less much public benefit has been 
derived fro^ those esubiishmcnu 



